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RUTGERS WEEKLY FORECAST

Agricultural Weather Advisory for New Jersey and Southeastern Pennsylvania
Issued by Rutgers University New Brunswick NJ

7 am EDT Monday, August 12, 2002

Rainfall amounts, one to two tenths of an inch today, one to two tenths of an inch
tonight, none Tuesday. 

Winds for spraying, southwest 5 mph today, southwest 5 to 10 mph tonight,
southwest 5 to 10 mph Tuesday.

Relative humidity in percent, 40 to 50 today, 90 to near 100 tonight, 45 to 55
Tuesday.

Dew points, upper 60s today, low 70s tonight, low 70s Tuesday.

Drying conditions, fair today, fair Tuesday.

Frost freeze or dew, light dew tonight, light dew Tuesday night.

Percent of possible sunshine, 70 today, 80 Tuesday.

There is a 30 percent probability of precipitation during the 12 hour period beginning
at 8 am and ending at 8 pm that could adversely affect the performance of pesticides
that require a rainfree period after application.

Hay cutting will see fair drying conditions over the next several days with the threat
of thundershowers today.

Conditions do not appear favorable for the occurrence of cranberry scald today and
Tuesday.

The latest 6 to 10 day outlook for the period August 17, 2002 to August 21, 2002
is calling for temperatures to average above normal and precipitation to total above
normal.

Climate summary for the week ending 8am   8/12/02

Temperatures averaged near normal.  Extremes were 96 degrees at Canoe
Brook on August 12, 2002 and 48 degrees at Charlotteburg on August 9,
2002.

Weekly rainfall averaged 0.01 inches north, 0.04 inches central, and 0.02
inches south.  The heaviest 24 hour total reported was 0.12 inches at New
Brunswick on August 5, 2002 to August 6, 2002.

Estimated soil moisture, in percent of field capacity, this past week averaged
62 percent north, 65 percent central, and 29 percent south.

Four inch soil temperatures averaged 73 degrees north, 75 degrees central,
and 76 degrees south.

WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8 AM MONDAY 8/12/02

Weather
Stations

Rainfall Temperatures Growing Degree
Days 1/

Soil
Moisture

2/
Last 
Week

Since March 1 Last Week
Total Dept.* Max. Min. Avg. Dept.* Total Dept.*

- Inches - - Degrees - - Base 50°F -
NORTH

Belvidere Bridge .04 19.97 -1.47 94 53 73  2 2175 351 43
Canoe Brook .00 22.09 -.46 96 51 73  1 2286 460 56
Charlotteburg .00 20.53 -2.22 94 48 70  1 1884 444 54
Flemington .01 21.82 .03 94 54 72 -1 2201 327 61
Long Valley .00 18.79 -4.65 88 54 68 -2 1776 156 52
Newton .00 19.98 -.96 93 52 71  1 2014 351 65

CENTRAL
Freehold .08 17.93 -3.25 89 56 72 -1 2400 399 69
Long Branch .00 21.07 -.17 88 59 72 -1 2197 275 50
New Brunswick .12 20.65 -.16 91 55 72 -1 2307 222 77
Pemberton DATA NOT AVAILABLE
Toms River .00 21.62 -.21 90 54 72  0 2328 414 36
Trenton .02 18.51 -1.77 92 57 74 -1 2350 171 42

SOUTH
A.C. Marina .00 17.25 -1.02 86 61 74 0 2407 470 16
Cape May C.H. .05 17.75 -1.07 96 56 73 -2 2507 454 13
Downstown .01 18.14 -1.76 92 56 74 -1 2388 198 20
Glassboro .00 16.73 -4.14 93 62 76 1 2624 461 22
Hammonton .06 17.72 -3.19 93 55 72 -3 2393 228 48
Pomona .02 18.75 -.31 90 54 72 -1 2363 343 21
Seabrook .03 20.13 .98 93 58 75 0 2653 456 22
South Harrison .01 18.05 -2.83 92 60 76 N/A 2538 N/A N/A

*Departure from normal.
1/ Growing degree days since March 1, total and departure from normal or long term average.
2/ Estimated soil moisture as % of field capacity based on climate data.



AGRICULTURE
Temperatures were near normal at this point in the growing season, but rainfall amounts ranged from none to minimal
across the Garden State last week.  Irrigation pond levels were low in practically all areas of southern New Jersey.
Days suitable for field work averaged 6.8.  Top soil moisture was rated 35% very short, 55% short, and 10%
adequate.  Continued dry conditions stressed row crops, hay fields, and non-irrigated vegetables.  Forage harvest
continued with no weather related delays.  Alfalfa hay regrowth has been minimal due to dry growing conditions.
Cooler weather helped milk production levels rise.  Pumpkins began to show drought stress, but were vining out well
in central portions of the state.  Warm and dry conditions pushed summer potato harvest ahead of schedule.  Blueberry
harvest is complete in most localities.

SOIL MOISTURE TABLE                                            RANGE AND PASTURE

THIS
 WEEK

LAST 
WEEK

PREVIOUS
YEAR

CURRENT
PREVIOUS

WEEK
PREVIOUS

YEAR

VERY POOR 0% 0% 1%

VERY SHORT 35% 30% 2% POOR 40% 40% 35%

SHORT 55% 55% 32% FAIR 51% 48% 36%

ADEQUATE 10% 15% 66% GOOD 9% 12% 28%

SURPLUS 0% 0% 0% EXCELLENT 0% 0% 0%

*JERSEY FRESH AVAILABILITY FOR AUGUST 12, 2002

*Provided by the New Jersey State Department of Agriculture.


